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Love is the Motive 
With a great deal of anticipation, we have nothing but excitement for the 

upcoming year.  It is truly a great privilege to gather for another year as a family 

of God, dedicated to teaching the Word of God, nurturing each child into a child 

of Christ, and training all to be disciples of God’s Word.  Our theme for the 

2009-2010 school year is, “Love is the Motive”.  This phrase is based from 

Ephesians 4:15-16 which states: “Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to 

grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the 

whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 

when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself 

up in love.” 

This phrase means that all of our actions and words are to be done out of love 

and kindness to our brothers and sisters in Christ.  When love is the motive we 

do not just speak with kindness, but we live by the truth.  We do not gossip, we 

are not hypocritical, nor do we speak ill of our classmates, co-workers, neighbors, 

or anyone else.  We let our actions do our speaking.  When we see kindness or 

hear others speak well of another, it is contagious.  That love for one another will 

continue to grow.   

Our school is successful, not because of the teachers, the staff, the students, or 

the parents, but as a whole body.  Each part works properly with each other.  

That is how we at St. John are successful.  Every person at St. John is involved 

and works to do what they can to make sure everything is working properly. 

Because “Love is the Motive” we again are doing things to show that we love and 

care for our neighborhood, city, country, and those around the world.  We again 

will be having the yearlong food drive, the raking project in the fall, our chapel 

offerings will go to the peace corps to help people around the world, and many 

other items that will come up throughout the year to help our brothers and 

sisters in Christ. 

In love, God sent His Son into the world so that we may live forever in His 

kingdom.  Because of this love, Christ commanded that we love our neighbor as 

ourselves.  In Ephesians 1:6 it states God loves each and every one of us as His 

children and gloriously gives us grace through Christ Jesus. 

After the school year, we hope our school family will better understand what 

“Love is the Motive” is all about and continue to strive to let our actions mimic 

Jesus’ actions and show ultimate love towards one another. 
- 1 - 



 

  

 

 

2009-2010 SCHOOL CALENDAR 

 September 1 – First day of School 

 September 3 – Orientation 

 September 7  - Labor Day (No School) 

 September 18 – Camp Luther – All School (Grades K-8) 

 September 21 – Picture Day 

 September 28 – Fall Food Sale Begins 

 October 2 -  Teacher Inservice Day (No School) 

 October 9 – Fall Food Sale Ends 

 October 27 – Picture Retakes 

 October 29- November 3  - Teacher Convention (No School) 

 November 5  - First Quarter Ends (School in Session) 

 November 6  - Teacher Inservice Day (No School) 

 November 7 -  Delivery of Fall Food Sale Items  

 November 9 – Second Quarter Begins (School in Session) 

 November 20 – Science – Learn & Laugh (All School Assembly) 

 November 25-27 – Thanksgiving Vacation 

 December 10 -11 – Holiday Mall 

 December 20 – Day School Worship Services at 8:00 & 10:30 A.M. 

 December 24 – January 1 – Christmas Vacation 

 January 21 – Second Quarter Ends (School in Session) 

 January 22 – Teacher Inservice Day (No School)  

 January 25 – Third Quarter Begins 

 February 26 – No School 

 March 7-12 – Lutheran Education Week 

 March 15 – No School (MAPS is in session though) 

 March 25 – Third Quarter Ends (School in Session) 

 March 26 – Teacher Inservice Day (No School) 

 March 29- April 2 – Easter/Spring Break  

 April 5 – Fourth Quarter Begins 

 April 7-16 – Achievement Testing 

 May 2 – Eighth Grade Confirmation 

 May 31 – Memorial Day – No School 

 June 6 - Graduation 

 June 8 – Last day of school 

 

SCHOOL HOURS 

      7:30 A.M.  Doors Open 

      7:55 A.M.  Children allowed in hallways 

      8:05 A.M. Children in Rooms 

      8:10 A.M. School begins 

     11:00 A.M. – 12:10 P.M. Lunch & Recess for Grades K-3 

     12:00 P.M. – 12:45 P.M. Lunch & Recess for Grades 4-8 



 

  

       2:50 P.M. Dismissal of Grades K-8 
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SCHOOL PHONE NUMBER – 536-7264 

CHURCH PHONE NUMBER – 536-4722 

                    

OUR STAFF      EXTENSION E-MAIL ADDRESS HOME PHONE 

Principal – Grade 8 Mr. Todd Pehlke 225  tpehlke@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  536-4699 

Kindergarten Mrs. Theresa Smukowski 229  tsmukowski@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  536-7497 

Grade 1 Mrs. Ruthann Breitwisch 230  rbreitwisch@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  539-9831 

Grade 2 Mrs. Karen Fritz 232  kfritz@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  675-2132 

Grade 3 Mrs. Kay Klug 231  kklug@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  536-9661 

Grade 4 Mrs. Kathy Hahn 233  khahn@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  536-1073 

Grade 5 Miss Anna Kramer 234  akramer@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  218-7418 

Grade 6 Mr. Lowell Schultz 235  lschultz@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  536-2174 

Grade 7 Mr. John Breitwisch 239  jbreitwisch@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  539-9831 

Art/English Mrs. Laurie Germain 236  lgermain@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  536-9478 

School Secretary Mrs. Polly Schneider 221  pschneider@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  536-7843 

Teachers Aide Mrs. Shari Samuelson 229  ssamuelson@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  539-2996 

 

Librarian Mrs. Jennifer Schoneman 238  jschoneman@stjohn.merrill.wi.us 539-8014 

 

Cooks Mrs. Nancy Porath 228  nporath@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  536-7422 

 Mrs. Julie Gehrmann 228  jgehrmann@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  536-7045 

Band Director Mrs. Jennifer Heisinger 237  none     536-4180 

Preschool Mrs. Sue Catlin 285  scatlin@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  536-9356 

Preschool Aide Mrs. Dawn Wallace 285  none     536-1651 

Pastor Rev. Kelly J. Leary 223 kjleary@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  297-4503 

 Rev. David Szeto 224 dszeto@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  536-2960 

 

Church Secretary Mrs. Kathy Sheridan 222 ksheridan@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  536-5194 

Church Finances Mrs. Julie Losee 226 jlosee@stjohn.merrill.wi.us  536-5976 

Custodians Mr. Dave Schulz 242 none    536-7922 

 Mr. Carl Mewing  none    539-0767 

 



 

  

 

 


